WELCOMING THE STRANGER

THE OLD TESTAMENT

Abraham is told by
God to move to a new
land.

Genesis12v 1

The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your
country, your people and your father’s
household to the land | will show you.”

Famine forces
Abraham to move to

Genesis 12 v 10

Now there was a famine in the land, and
Abraham, went down to Egypt to live there for

Egypt. a while because the famine was severe.
Abraham asks for a Genesis 23 v 4-6 | Abraham spoke to the sons of Heth, “lam a
burial plot. stranger and a settler among you,” he said.

“Let me own a burial-plot among you, so that |
may take my dead wife and bury her” The
sons of Heth gave Abraham this answer,
“Listen, my lord, you are God’s prince amongst
us; bury your dead in the best of our tombs;
not one of us would refuse you his tomb and
keep you from burying your dead.”

Because of famine in
the land of Canaan
Joseph moves his
father Jacob and his
family to Egypt.

Genesis 47 v 5-7

Genesis 47 v 27

Jacob and his sons went to Egypt where
Joseph was. Pharaoh, king of Egypt, heard of
this and said to Joseph, “Your father and
brothers have come to you. The country of
Egypt is open to you: settle your father and
brothers in the best region.”

The Israelites stayed in the land of Egypt, in
the country of Goshen. They acquired
property there; they were fruitful and
increased in numbers greatly.

You know what it is
like to be a stranger in
a foreign land.

Exodus 12 v 49

Exodus 22 v 21

Exodus 23v9

Leviticus 19 v
33-34

The same law applies both to the native-born
and to the foreigner residing among you.

Do not mistreat or oppress a foreigner, for you
were foreigners in Egypt.

Do not oppress a foreigner: you yourselves
know how it feels to be a foreigner, because
you were foreigners in Egypt.

Do not illtreat foreigners who are living in your
land. Treat them as you would treat a fellow
Israelite, and love them as you love
yourselves. Remember that you were once
foreigners in the land of Egypt. | am the Lord
your God.

God’s Harvest Law

Leviticus 19 v 9-
10

When you harvest your land, don’t harvest
right up to the edges of your field or gather
the gleanings from the harvest. Do not strip
your vineyard bare or go back and pick up the




Leviticus 23 v 22

Leviticus 24 v 22

Leviticus 25 v 35

fallen grapes. Leave them for the poor and
the foreigner. | am God, your God.

When you reap the harvest of your land, you
shall not reap to the edges of your field, nor
gather the gleanings of your harvest, you are
to leave them for the poor and the stranger. |
am the Lord your God.

You are to have the same law for the
foreigners and the native-born. | am the Lord
your God.

If any of your fellow Israelites become poor
and are unable to support themselves among
you, help them as you would a foreigner and
stranger, so they can continue to live among
you.

God loves the
stranger, so must we.

Deuteronomy

Caring for the stranger is not merely
something that we should do; the Bible
suggests it is what God does. “He loves the
stranger, providing him with food and
clothing,” says Deuteronomy. Yet we are not to
leave the care of the stranger in God's hands,
for Deuteronomy continues: “You too must
love the stranger.”

God’s Laws

Deuteronomy
10v 18

Deuteronomy
24v 14

Deuteronomy
24 v 19-22

Deuteronomy
27v 19

The Lord your God...He defends the cause of
the fatherless and the widow, and loves the
foreigner residing among you, giving them
food and clothing.

Do not take advantage of the hired worker
who is poor and needy, whether that worker is
a fellow Israelite or a foreigner residing in one
of your towns.

When you gather your crops and fail to bring
in some of the corn that you have cut, do not
go back for it; it is to be left for the foreigners,
orphans, and widows, so that the Lord you
God will bless you in everything you do.
When you have picked your olives once, do
not go back and get those that are left; they
are for foreigners, orphans, and widows.
When you have gathered your grapes once, do
not go back over the vines a second time; the
grapes that are left are for the foreigners,
orphans, and widows. Never forget that you
were slaves in Egypt; that is why | have given
you this command.

Cursed is anyone who withholds justice from
the foreigner, the fatherless or the widow.




God protected the
Israelites when they
were strangers.

1 Chronicles 16
v 19-22

When they were few in number, of little
account, and strangers in the land, wandering
from nation to nation, from one kingdom to
another people, he allowed no one to oppress
them; he rebuked kings on their account,
saying, “Do no touch my anointed ones; do my
prophets no harm.”

Job’s defence

Job 20 v 15-17

| was eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame. |
was a father to the needy, and | championed
the cause of the stranger. | broke the fangs of
the unrighteous, and made them drop their
prey from their teeth.

God watches over the
stranger

Psalm 146v 9

The Lord watches over the strangers; he
upholds the orphan and the widow, but the
way of the wicked he bring to ruin.

Jeremiah preaches to
the Israelites

Jeremiah 7 v 5-7

If you truly amend your ways and your doings,
if you truly act justly one with another, if you
do not oppress the alien, the orphan and the
widow, or shed innocent blood in this place,
and if you do not go after other gods to your
own hurt, then | will dwell with you in this
place, in the land that | gave of old to your
ancestors forever and ever.

The crimes of
Jerusalem

Ezekiel 22 v 7

No one in the city honours his parents. You
cheat foreigners and take advantage of
widows and orphans.

Foreigners are to have
their share of land.

Ezekiel 47
v 21-22

Divide this land among your tribes; it is to be
your permanent possession. The foreigners
who are living among you and who have had
children born here are also to receive their
share of the land when you divide it. They are
to be treated like full Israelite citizens and are
to draw lots for shares of the land along with
the tribes of Israel.

God’s ancient laws

Zechariah 7
v 9-10

Long ago | gave these commands to my
people: “You must see that justice is done,
and must show kindness and mercy to one
another. Do not oppress widows, orphans,
foreigners who live among you or anyone else
in need. And do not plan ways of harming one
another.”

God will put on trial

Malachi3v5

The Lord Almighty says, “So | will come to put
you on trial. | will be quick to testify against...
those who defraud labourers of their wages,
who oppress the widows and the fatherless
and deprive the foreigners among you of
justice, but do not fear me.”




THE GOSPELS

Matthew 5 You have heard that it was said, “you shall love

v43-44 your neighbour and hate your enemy.” But |
say to you, love your enemy and pray for those
who persecute you.”

Matthew 25 | was hungry and you gave me food, | was

v 35 thirsty and you gave me drink, | was a stranger
and you welcomed me.

Truly | say to you, as you did it to one of the

Matthew 25 least of my brethren you did it to me.

v 40

Matthew 25 In Matthew 25:42-46 Jesus points out the

v 42-46 when we welcome all types of strangers, we
are welcoming Christ himself—which is exactly
what happened to the two disciples on the
Emmaus road. They welcomed the stranger
into their home and then discovered it was
Christ.

Luke 10v 27 You shall love the Lord you God with all your
heart, and all your soul, and with all your
strength, and with all your mind; and your
neighbour as yourself.

THE EPISTLES
Acts 10v 34 Thene Peter began to speak to them: “I truly

understand that God shows no partiality, but
in every nation anyone who fears him and
does what is right is acceptable to him.”

Romans 12 v 13

Romans 13v 8

Contribute to the needs of the saints, extend
hospitality to strangers.

Owe no one anything, except to love one
another, for the one who loves another has
fulfilled the law.

Galatians 3 v 28

So there is no difference between Jews and
Gentiles, between slaves and free men,
between men and women, you are all one in
union with Christ Jesus.

Colossians 3
v1l

In that renewal there is no longer Greek and
Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised,
barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ
is all and in all.

1 Timothy3v2

A church leader must be without fault; he
must have only one wife, be sober, self-
controlled and orderly; he must welcome
strangers in his home; he must be able to
teach.

Hebrews 13
v1-3

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to
show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that
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some have entertained angels without
knowing it. Remember those who are in
prison, as though you were in prison with
them; those who are being tortured, as
though you yourselves were being tortured.

1 Peterdv9 Open your homes to each other without
complaining.
3John1lv5 My dear friends, you are so faithful in the

work you do for your fellow-Christians, even
when they are strangers.

Peter Colyer
14.04.24




