EQUALITY, DIVERSITY & INCLUSION (EDI)
LP Meeting: November 2025

Introduction

When Noel came into the Circuit he started a Circuit Public Issues
Group, which evolved into the Justice Seeking Church Group. The
challenge was to get people talking about these issues and exploring
the Christian implications of public issues. We as LPs have a special
opportunity to stimulate discussion and draw people’s attention to
what the Bible and our faith has to say about these issues through the
privilege and responsibility of preaching.

The first topic the group sought to stimulate discussion about was the
environment and climate change and what our faith has to say about

that. The vehicle for that was a Saturday Circuit conference in 2023.
This has stimulated a lot of work as most of our churches are seeking

to become eco churches.

Whilst that was and is not ticked off — job done, we felt we had to
move on to other issues. The next issue we sought to tackle was
Welcoming the Stranger. It was suggested that we devote part of an
LP meeting to this. But the consensus in the LP meeting was that it
was too important an issue to restrict to an LP meeting. This required
an open meeting for the Circuit. This took place in the summer of
2024. But unfortunately very few LPs were able to attend. | prepared
a presentation for that meeting focusing the Biblical references to
Welcoming the Stranger. What followed was much more interesting.
Representative of the churches responding in a practical way to this
issue spoke, as did someone from the local organisation supporting
asylum seekers.

Rev Ruth asked me if | would repeat my presentation for this meeting.
That paper is available and I'll email to anyone who requests it. But
when she asked me, | was already at work on another issue,
stimulated by that great Christian leader — Donald Trump. The issue is
EDI, or as they say in the US DEI!

Why EDI?

EDI — Equality, Diversity & Inclusion. You all know what that means
because we have all done an awareness course prepared for us by the
Connexion. What got me angry and working on this was the claim
that the dismissal of EDI by Trump and his mini-me’s in this country is
done in the name of the church, or certainly those right-wing
churches who saw Donald Trump as the Christian candidate for
president. They provide him with very significant support. As a
Christian who is a supporter of EDI, | felt | needed to be armed with
the reasons why | support EDI so that | can defend it from a Christian
point of view. Where else to start — but the Bible. So, | have
produced a paper that brings together many of the relevant Biblical
reference, with some commentary. | have also included why the




Methodist Church thinks EDI is so important. Again, | will email this to
anyone who would like it.

All I can do tonight is to open-up the topic for you to decide if you
want to explore it further and how you would like to do this.

What is EDI

EDI is the culmination, the coming together of all those movements,
campaigns, and hard-won rights over the years, indeed over the
centuries that have sought to remedy the wrongs perpetuated by a
social order dominated by white, middle class straight men. Only this
weekend | was drawn into a discussion with someone who thought all
this was totally overblown and not really an issue. Of course, he did
because he is a white, middle-class straight man!

Just some of the groups that are affected:

Women, Gay men and women, anyone whose skin colour is not white
(pinky/grey), anyone with a disability, physical or mental, children,
foreigners or strangers. Anyone who for one of a whole variety of
ungodly reasons is marginalised by society, discriminated again,
persecuted, and in some eras and in some places even today can be
put to death because of their difference..

Christmas card
1972

“Since God himself became human, no one may henceforth make light
of any human being. To do so would be to make light of God Himself.
Indeed, all genuine human rights find their true meaning in the
Incarnation of the Son of God.”

Over the following 52 years | have never forgotten that and it has
become more and more relevant with each passing year as the
implications of that simple saying have for me broadened and
deepened.

Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) are enshrined at the very centre
of the Gospel Message.

The Bible references human beings made in God's image primarily

in Genesis 1:26-27, stating, "Then God said, 'Let us make humankind
in our image, according to our likeness...” (NRSV). This concept, known
as imago Dei signifies humanity's unique role as God's representative
on Earth with authority over creation, not a physical resemblance to
God. The idea is also supported by other passages, such as Genesis
9:6, which links human dignity to being created in God's image, and
references in the New Testament like 1 Corinthians 15:45 and
Colossians 3 v 1-4 that discuss humanity's original, though marred,
state.

Now just some highlights from the paper.

Women

Mary & Martha (Luke 10 v 38-42)

The real problem between Martha and Mary was not the workload
that Martha had in the kitchen. That, no doubt, was real enough, but
it wasn’t the main thing that was upsetting Martha. No: the real
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problem was that Mary was behaving as if she were a man. In that
culture, as in many parts of the world to this day, houses were divided
into male “space” and female “space,” and male and female roles
were strictly demarcated as well.

Mary had crossed an invisible but very important boundary within the
house, and another equally important boundary within the social
world.

In the same way, to sit at the feet of a teacher or rabbi was a
decidedly male role. But Luke tells us:

“Mary sat at the Master’s feet and listened to his teaching,”

Saul of Tarsus — who became St. Paul, “sat at the feet of Gamaliel”
(Acts 22 v 3).

To sit at someone’s feet meant, quite simply, to be their student. And
to sit at the feet of a rabbi was what you did if you wanted to become
a rabbi yourself. Disciples of a rabbi would go and live in his house to
learn to become rabbis. They would sit at his feet to learn.

Mary had quietly taken her place as a would-be teacher and preacher
of the Kingdom of God. Jesus affirms her right to do so. It is full of
significance that Luke records this happening.

It is made crystal clear that Jesus finds it quite acceptable to teach a
woman, unlike every other rabbi of his day. Indeed, his reply to
Martha suggests that she should have been there with Mary, at his
feet learning as a disciple, learning to become a teacher herself. He
tells Martha:

“Mary has chosen the best part, and it is not going to be taken away
from her”

Mary has chosen to become a disciple and will learn to become a
rabbi, a teacher herself — and Jesus will make sure that no one will
stop her! “Itis not going to be taken away from her!”

The Samaritan Woman at the Well (John 4 v 5-42)

We know that this is a really important story because the writer of
John’s Gospel devotes 37 verses to it in what is a remarkably short
piece of work. Jesus breaks at least 3 rules of the society of his day in
pursuit of what we now call EDI.

People at the time would have found this situation so far out of the
ordinary as to be utterly bizarre.

1. Devout Jewish men, especially religious teachers, would not
have allowed themselves to be alone with a woman. If it was
unavoidable they would certainly not have entered into
conversation with her. The risk was too high — risk of impurity,
risk of gossip, risk ultimately of being drawn into immorality. A
Jewish man forced to speak to a non-Jewish woman would
have had to undergo a period of purification. And yet John
tells us that Jesus is talking to this woman. Later in the
chapter John shows how startled the disciples were by this:

“..his disciples returned, and were surprised to find him speaking to a




woman, though none of them asked...” (v. 27).

2. Secondly, the woman is a Samaritan. Ever since some of the
Jewish exiles had come back from Babylon, to find that the
central section of their ancient territory was occupied by a
group who claimed to be the true descendants of Abraham,
and who opposed their return, there had been constant
trouble. Sometimes it had broken out into actual skirmishes,
with bloodshed and murder. But mostly it was simply a matter
of not mixing. The Jews would not have anything to do with
the Samaritans. They would especially not share eating and
drinking vessels with them. And yet Jesus, a Jew, is asking this
Samaritan woman for a drink of water!

3. Compounding both of these problems, this woman is
obviously a bad character. The normal time for women to visit
the well, which was some distance from the town, would be at
a cooler time of day, most likely first thing in the morning or
late in the afternoon. This woman has come in the middle of
the day, the time when she is least likely to meet anyone — at
least, anyone who knows her — who knows her past and her
immoral lifestyle. The last thing she would want would be to
rub shoulders with the other women of the town, and they
would feel the same about her. Jesus shows that he knows all
about this. And yet he engages her in conversation.

Despite all of this, Jesus takes this woman seriously as a fellow human
being and offers her his “living water.” She is so taken with him and
his attitude towards her that arguably she becomes the first Christian
missionary:

“The woman put down her water jar and hurried back to the town to
tell the people....” (v 28)

Gentiles,
Foreigners

The Syro-Phoenician Woman (Mark 7 v 24-30)

In Matthew 15 v 21-28, the story is recounted as the healing of a
Canaanite woman's daughter.

At first reading this is quite a shocking story. Jesus appears to be
xenophobic in the extreme, going as far as referring to Gentiles as
“house-dogs.” But the woman gives as good as she gets and appears
to get Jesus to change his mind and to realise that his mission is wider
than he originally thought!

Cornelius the Roman Centurion

The story of Cornelius, a Roman centurion in the Bible, is found in Acts
chapter 10 and recounts how God opened the door of the church to
the Gentiles. Cornelius was a devout, God-fearing Gentile who,
through a vision, was instructed by an angel to send for the apostle
Peter. Meanwhile, Peter also had a vision of a sheet filled with
unclean animals, which God used to show him that the gospel was for
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everyone, not just the Jews. When Peter met Cornelius, he preached
the gospel, and Cornelius and his household were filled with the Holy
Spirit and then baptized, marking a pivotal moment in the expansion
of Christianity.

Tax Collectors &
Sinners

"Sinners" refers to Jews who did not follow the Law of Moses well. No
one followed it perfectly, but "sinners" would be those who did not
even attempt to adhere to it. The Gospel writers portray them not as
evil people per se. We don't really know what percentage of the
populace followed the law strictly. Indeed, one of the missions of the
Pharisees was to educate people to do exactly that, to realize the
biblical ideal of "a kingdom of priests and a holy nation."

The Pharisees looked forward to a future, physical “new Exodus” and
the coming of a Messiah who would be a conquering king to liberate
Israel from Roman rule and restore its national independence. This
vision largely focused on an earthly, political kingdom.

Obedience to Law: The Pharisees believed that strict adherence to the
Law (both written and oral traditions) by all Jews was a prerequisite
for the Kingdom to come. The fact that “sinners” would not, or could
not follow every aspect of the Law, they believed was stopping the
coming of this new “Exodus.” This was why they were so
judgemental and regarded Jesus’ attitude to sinners as profoundly
unhelpful.

Jesus's attitude toward tax collectors and sinners was one of radical
love, inclusivity, and compassion, challenging the rigid social norms
and religious hypocrisy of his time by associating with those who were
ostracized by society. He saw himself as a physician for the spiritually
"sick," emphasizing God's mercy over self-righteousness, and his
interactions with them highlighted the transformative power of grace,
repentance, and the importance of humility.

Homosexuality

Since 1980, scholars have debated the translation and modern
relevance of New Testament texts on homosexuality. Three distinct
passages — Romans 1:26—-27, 1 Corinthians 6:9-10, and 1 Timothy 1:9-
10 — as well as Jude 1:7, have been taken to condemn same-sex
intercourse, but each passage remains contested. Whether these
passages refer to homosexuality hinges on whether the social context
limits the references to a more specific form: they may prohibit

male pederasty or prostitution rather than homosexuality as such,
while other scholars hold the position that these passages forbid sex
between men in general. Meanwhile, other passages in the New
Testament, such as the Ethiopian Eunuch, the Centurion's Servant,
and Jesus's teaching on divorce, may or may not refer to
homosexuality.

Jesus's Actions
and Teachings

Eating with tax collectors & sinners
was a significant act of defiance against social norms. When the
Pharisees questioned why Jesus ate with tax collectors and sinners,




he famously replied, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but
the sick. But go and learn what this means: 'l desire mercy, not
sacrifice.' For | have not come to call the righteous, but

sinners". (Matt 9:12-13 & Luke 5:31)

Embracing the marginalized

Jesus extended God's love and forgiveness to those deemed
"unworthy" by society. He took the initiative to call Matthew (a tax
collector) to be a disciple (Matt 9:9) and visited Zacchaeus, a chief
tax collector, inviting himself to lunch (Luke 19:1-10).

Challenging religious hypocrisy

Jesus used the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector (Luke
18:9-14) to contrast the self-righteousness of religious leaders with
the humility of a true sinner. He declared that the humble tax
collector, who prayed for mercy, went home justified, not the proud
Pharisee.

lllustrating God's love

In response to the criticism he received, Jesus told the parables of
the lost sheep, lost coin, and prodigal son, all illustrating God's great
love for those who are considered "lost" or have strayed.

In summary, Jesus was a friend of sinners, not because he condoned
their actions, but because he recognized their need for God's mercy
and offered a path to repentance and wholeness. His ministry was a
radical demonstration of God's grace for all, especially those society
had rejected (Matt 13).

Jesus & lepers

Jesus's dealings with lepers show his compassion and disregard for
social and religious exclusion. In one instance, he healed a single leper
by touching him, despite the law forbidding it, and instructed the man
to report to a priest for cleansing rituals. In another, he healed ten
lepers who called out to him for mercy, directing them to the priests
while they were on their way to be cleansed. Jesus’s interactions with
lepers emphasize his willingness to touch the "untouchable" and to
restore them to full religious and social life.

Other Issues

There are groups and issues within our society that were not
recognised when the Bible was written. How do we approach these
groups as a church?

e Same-sex marriage

e The trans community
The default position for Christians is that all human beings are made
in God’s image in their infinite variety, worthy of dignity and respect.

Peter Colyer
27.11.25







