
Into Africa – Acts 8: 26 – 40 

 

Philip (not to be confused with the apostle Philip) was another of the “admin staff” who 

found himself doing things beyond his job description. Following the stoning of Stephen, a 

time of cruel persecution began, and many of the believers had to leave Jerusalem. This led 

to the Gospel being proclaimed in new places, wherever the believers found themselves. 

Rather than destroying the Church, the persecution helped it grow! 

Philip went to the principal city of Samaria, where he preached and healed many people. 

News of his success reached the apostles, who had remained in Jerusalem, and Peter and 

John journeyed to Samaria to give their support. On their way back to Jerusalem they 

preached in the villages through which they passed, spreading the Good News of Jesus 

Christ still further. 

Then Philip was told by an angel, maybe in a dream or a vision, to leave Samaria and go 

south to the road that led from Jerusalem to Gaza and beyond into North Africa. There the 

Holy Spirit directed him to a passing carriage where an official of the queen of Ethiopia was 

reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. This official may have been a “Godfearer”, that 

is someone who accepted the central beliefs of the Jewish faith without actually becoming a 

convert, or a “Proselyte”, someone who had adopted the faith fully.  

Philip asked the man if he understood what he was reading, and the official invited him to 

join him in the carriage and explain the meaning of the passage he had been puzzling over, 

Isaiah 53: 7 – 8. This was a God-given opportunity for Philip to talk to him about Jesus. Now 



the words about the Suffering Servant began to make sense to the official, and he asked to 

be baptized. Philip was happy to oblige, and then the two went their separate ways. 

This is the first detailed account in the Acts of the Apostles of how a particular individual 

heard the gospel message and came to believe in Jesus Christ. It is distinctive in that Philip 

was miraculously brought to the place where he would meet this man, and then led by the 

Spirit to approach him. It would be some time before St Paul and his companions brought 

the Good News of Jesus Christ into Europe, but here, early in the life of the Church, we see 

the Holy Spirit arranging for the message to be carried into Africa.  It is clear that black lives 

matter to God. 

A Prayer: 

Ever present God, you called us to be in relationship with one another and promised to dwell 

wherever two or three are gathered. In our community, we are many different people; we 

come from many different places, have many different cultures. Open our hearts that we 

may be bold in finding the riches of inclusion and the treasures of diversity among us. We 

pray in faith. AMEN.  (Dr Martin Luther King Jr.) 

- Rev John Barnett 
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